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1. Which state secured the first position in
the NITI Aayog School Education Quality
assessment reported in 2026?

(A) Kerala (B) Punjab

(C) Haryana (D) Karnataka

2. Which Act is proposed to be amended
in relation to digital payment charges
under the Taxation and Other Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2026?

(A) Payment and Settlement Systems Act,
2007

(B) Banking Regulation Act, 1949

(C) Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934

(D) Digital Payments Act, 2020

3. Which institute developed the low-cost
portable optical sensing device “E-Eye”?
(A) IIT Delhi (B) IIT Bombay

(O) IIT Guwahati (D) IIT Madras

4. Which institution has released the
updated list of 17 Upper Layer Non-
Banking Financial Companies (NBFC-
UL) for 2026-27?
(A) SEBI

(C) NABARD

(B) MoF
(D) RBI

5. Who became the first woman pilot in
India to clear the Fighter Combat Leader
(FCL) course?

(A) Avani Chaturvedi (B) Mohana Singh
(C) Bhawana Kanth (D) Shivangi Singh

6. Who won the Saint Louis Rapid & Blitz
2026 Grand Chess Tour event?

(A) R Praggnanandhaa (B) Arjun Erigaisi
(C) D Gukesh (D) Vidit Gujrathi

7. Which Indian-origin NASA astronaut
completed his first extravehicular activity
(EVA) outside the International Space
Station in August 2026?

(A) Sunita Williams (B) Anil Menon

(C) Raja Chari (D) Sirisha Bandla

8. Travel and Tourism Fair 2026 was held
in which city?
(A) Rajkot
(C) Surat

(B) Gandhinagar
(D) Ahmedabad

9. The Agni-4 missile, which was
successfully test-fired by India from
Chandipur, Odisha, on 6 August 2026,
belongs to which category of missiles?
(A) Surface-to-surface ballistic missile
(B) Anti-tank guided missile

(C) Air-to-air ballistic missile

(D) Surface-to-air ballistic missile

10. Which Union Territory approved
India’s first guided high-altitude wildlife
safari in August 2026?

(A) Jammu and Kashmir (B) Ladakh

(C) Himachal Pradesh (D) Uttarakhand
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[ Names of Indian Nobel Prize laureates-01 J

Rabindranath Tagore — Nobel Prize 1913
* Rabindranath Tagore received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913.
* He was the first Asian to receive a Nobel Prize.
* He received the prize mainly for his celebrated work Gitanjali.
* He wrote the Indian National Anthem, “Jana Gana Mana.”
He founded Visva-Bharati University at Santiniketan.
C. V. Raman — Nobel Prize 1930
* Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman received the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930.
* He was awarded the prize for his work on the scattering of light.
* His major discovery is known as the Raman Effect.
* National Science Day is observed in India on 28 February to commemorate the
discovery of the Raman Effect.
* He was the first Indian scientist to receive a Nobel Prize.
Har Gobind Khorana — Nobel Prize 1968
* Har Gobind Khorana received the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1968.
* He was awarded for his work on the interpretation of the genetic code.
* His research helped explain the role of the genetic code in protein synthesis.
* He shared the Nobel Prize with Robert W. Holley and Marshall W. Nirenberg.
* He was born in Raipur, Multan, British India (now in Pakistan).
Mother Teresa — Nobel Peace Prize 1979
* Mother Teresa received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979.
* She was honoured for her work in helping suffering and disadvantaged people.
* Her original name was Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu.
e She founded the Missionaries of Charity in India.
* She was awarded the Bharat Ratna in 1980.
Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar — Nobel Prize 1983
* Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar received the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1983.
* He was honoured for his theoretical studies of the physical processes important to the
structure and evolution of stars.
* The famous Chandrasekhar Limit is named after him.
* The Chandrasekhar Limit is related to the maximum mass of a stable white dwarf star.
* He shared the Nobel Prize with William A. Fowler.
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1. ICAR Develops India's First T2T Reference Genome
For Pigeonpea. In context to the same tell us, The term
genome refers to:

(A) Complete set of DNA present in an organism

(B) Complete set of proteins in a cell

(C) Complete set of protein in an organism

(D) Complete set of RNA molecules in a cell

2. Lalit Kala Akademi Celebrates 72nd Foundation
Day On August 05. In context to the same tell us, Lalit
Kala Akademi was registered under which Act?

(A) Companies Act, 2013

(B) Societies Registration Act, 1860

(C) Indian Trusts Act, 1882

(D) Cultural Heritage Act, 2005

3. Prasanta Mahapatra Appointed Executive Director
Of SEBI. In context to SEBI tell us, which of the
following is NOT a function of SEBI?

(A) Regulating stock exchanges

(B) Protecting investor interests

(C) Regulating mutual funds

(D) Issuing Securities, Bonds

4. Hiroshima Day Observed On August 6 Marking 81st
Anniversary. In context to the same tell us, The first
Hiroshima Day Peace Festival was held in which year?
(A) 1945 (B) 1946

(C) 1947 D) 1950

5. India Returns 274 Fugitives Under Operation
Trishul Since 2019. In context to the same tell us,
which Indian initiative is primarily associated with
coordinating international police cooperation through
INTERPOL channels?
(A) Operation Garuda
(C) Operation Trishul

(B) Operation Ganga
(D) Operation Dost

6. National Handloom Day 2026 Celebrates India’s
12th Handloom Heritage.

Consider the following statements regarding the
historical legacy of India’s handloom sector:

(1) India’s handloom tradition dates back to the Indus
Valley Civilisation.

(2) References to spinning and weaving are found in
ancient Indian texts.

(3) The Rigveda contains references to the quality of
Indian cotton and silk.

Which of the above is/are correct?

(A) Only (1) and (3) (B) Only (1) and (2)

(C) Only (2) and (3) (D) All of the above

7. RBI Proposes Resuming On-Tap Licensing of Urban
Cooperative Banks After Over Two Decades to
Strengthen Cooperative Banking Sector.

Consider the following statements regarding Urban
Cooperative Banks (UCBs):

(1) UCBs primarily operate in urban and semi-urban
areas.

(2) They provide banking services to small borrowers,
MSME:s and retail customers.

(3) UCBs are exclusively owned and controlled by the
Reserve Bank of India.

Which of the above is/are correct?

(A) Only (1) and (3) (B) Only (1) and (2)

(C) Only (2) and (3) (D) None of the above

8. Sharavathi Pumped Storage Hydroelectric Project
in Karnataka has got in-principle approval from the
National Board for Wildlife (NBWL).

Consider the following statements regarding
Sharavathi Valley Wildlife Sanctuary and the National
Board for Wildlife (NBWL):

(1) The Sharavathi Valley Wildlife Sanctuary is located
in the Shivamogga District of Karnataka, part of the
Western Ghats biodiversity hotspot.

(2) The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) is a
statutory body chaired by the President of India.

(3) The Standing Committee of NBWL is responsible
for granting project clearances in protected areas and
eco-sensitive zones.

Which of the above is/are correct?

(A) Only (1) and (3) (B) Only (1) and (2)

(C) Only (2) and (3) (D) None of the above
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Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

Why in News?

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has
developed India's first indigenous vaccine against African
Swine Fever (ASF), marking a significant milestone in
strengthening the country's livestock health and biosecurity.
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Expository: -
Establishment and History-

+ The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) was
established on 16 July 1929 as a registered society under the
Societies Registration Act, 1860.

« It was formally established as the Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research.

+ The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) was first
reorganized in 1965.

Nature and Administrative Control-

+ ICAR is an autonomous organisation under the Department of
Agricultural Research and Education (DARE).

« It functions under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Government of India.

Headquarters and Institutions-

* The headquarters of ICAR is located in New Delhi.

e There are a total of 101 ICAR institutes and 71 agricultural
universities.

Farmers Innovation Fund-

* The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) will start a

Farmers Innovation Fund.
National Farmers Day (Kisan Diwas)-

« Kisan Diwas or National Farmers Day is observed across the
country on 23 December.

» The day is celebrated to commemorate the birth anniversary of
Chaudhary Charan Singh, the former Prime Minister of India.

. Norman E. Borlaug and Green Revolution-

*  Dr. Norman E. Borlaug won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970 for his

contribution to global agriculture.

* He is widely known as the
Father of  the Green
Revolution.

World Food Prize-

+ The World Food Prize is also
known as the “Nobel Prize for
Food and Agriculture.”

« Dr. Rattan Lal was declared
the winner of the World Food
Prize 2020.

« Dr. M. S. Swaminathan,
known as the Father of India’s
Green Revolution, was the
first recipient of this award in
1987.

World Food Day-

* World Food Day is observed
annually on 16 October.

« It aims to address the problem of
global hunger.

« It is associated with SDG 2 —
Zero Hunger.

Indigenous African Swine Fever
Vaccine-

* ICAR has developed an
indigenous vaccine for African
Swine Fever (ASF), reducing
dependence on imported
technologies and strengthening
India's preparedness against the
disease.

African Swine Fever (ASF)-

+ African Swine Fever is a highly
contagious viral disease that
affects domestic and wild pigs.

« The causative agent is the
African Swine Fever Virus
(ASFV), which belongs to the
Asfarviridae family

HIP 3T
ICA R Indian Council of Agricultural Research
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KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK

Declared as National Park: 1974
Q State: Assam

IE) History:
® 1905 - Declared as Reserved Forest
¢ 1908 - Made a Game Sanctuary
¢ 1950 - Granted Wildlife Sanctuary status
o 1974 - Declared as National Park

(& Key Features:

o Kaziranga National Park, located in Assam,
is the largest habitat of the One-horned
Rhinoceros in India.

o It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 1985.

o The park is known for its extensive grasslands
and forests, which are home to a rich variety
of wildlife including elephants, tigers and
swamp deer.

o |t is home to more than 2,400 One-horned
Rhinoceroses, making it a critical area for
their conservation.

GIR NATIONAL PARK

Declared as National Park: 1975

Q State: Gujarat (Junagadh District)
| IE History:

o 1965 - Declared as Wildlife Sanctuary
¢ 1975 - Granted National Park status

N Key Features:
o Itis the only natural habitat of the
Asiatic Lion in the world.
o It supports diverse wildlife in a dry
deciduous forest ecosystem.
Q Other Important Facts:
o |t was established in 1965.
o Supports a wide range of flora and fauna
in a dry deciduous forest ecosystem.
o Plays a vital role in the conservation
of the Asiatic Lion.

MAJOR NATIONAL PARKS OF INDIA

Declared as National Park: 1955

Q State: Madhya Pradesh
(Mandla & Ballaghat Districts)

LE] History:
| o 1933 Started as a Wildiife Sanctuary
| @ 1955 - Declared as National Park

| @ 1973 - Declared a Tiger Reserve under
Project Tiger

@ Key Features:

® Kanha National Park, located in Madhya
Pradesh, is famous for the Royal Bengal Tiger
and Barasingha (Swamp Deer).

o |tis arenowned Tiger Reserve and plays a
significant role in tiger conservation.

o Established in 1955, it is one of the best

in India.

managed and well-maintained national parks

N
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o Other Name: East Timor |

o Capital & Largest City: Dili
(located on the north coast of Timor)

o Total Area: 15,007 sq km
(5,794 sq mi)

g GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION
Alor Island
® Location: Between Southeast Asia and (Indonesia)
the South Pacific &
® Timor Island is the largest island in the i
Lesser Sunda Islands, within the Malay
Archipelago.
¢ Boundaries: INDONESIA
o North: Banda Sea, Ombai Strait and (WESTTIMOR)
Wetar Strait
o South: Timor Sea ’
o West: Land border with Indonesia -
(West Timor) TIMOR SEA
o Southern Neighbor: Australia (across
| the Timor Sea) L \
i ABOUT THE COUNTRY Y'Y GEOGRAPHICAL STRUCTURE
o Official Name: Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste The country consists of: E

i 1. The eastern part of Timor Island

Atauro Island Oecusse Enclave

2. The coastal enclave of Oecusse
(located in the north-west of the island)

3. Atauro Island

4. Jaco lsland

Jaco Island Timor Island

.

P2 POPULATION & CULTURE

®  Over time, various Papuan and Austronesian peoples
settled in Timor.

R[O) ristoricaL rveLe

16th Century: East Timor came under Portuguese influence.
16th Century - 1975: Remained a Portuguese colony.
1941: During World War Il, Allied forces occupied Dili.

A & 1942: | took control until the end of the war (1945
o This led to a diverse blend of cultures and languages & @c 197 5: Pzr:fu';:;i?: dr:\c:/na::i :2:\'/“ wzrezeg(;n e e (1345).
linked to Southeast Asia and Melanesia. 'W 1999: UN-sponsored referendum held; people voted for independence.
o Official Languages: Tetum (national), Portuguese {81885 e 20 May 2002: ;imor-Leste became the first new sovereign state of the
official working language), Indonesian. 1st century.
( I.I e r.l.g guage), n I 27 September 2002: Timor-Leste became a member state of the
¢ Major Religion: Roman Catholicism (majority), United Nations.

along with traditional beliefs. I 2026: Timor-Leste participated for the first time as a full member in
L ) the ASEAN Summit held in the Philippines. )
A
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