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IMPORTANT INSIGHTS |

EPFO Wage Ceiling Raised to 325,000, Expanding Mandatory Social

Security Coverage for Workers

Recent Developments:

The Union Cabinet approved an increase in the EPFO wage ceiling for mandatory coverage from 15,000
to 325,000 per month, with the revised ceiling effective from 17 September 2026. The decision followed
a gap of nearly 12 years, as the previous ceiling had been fixed at 15,000 in September 2014.

The revision is expected to bring more than 51 lakh additional employees within mandatory EPFO
coverage, particularly employees joining employment in the ¥15,000-%25,000 monthly wage band who
were previously outside automatic coverage.

The measure is intended to strengthen social security, retirement protection and formalisation of
employment, while aligning statutory coverage more closely with rising wages and the expansion of formal
employment.

The proposal was recommended by the Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC) on 16 June 2026, and the
estimated annual government outgo will increase from around 10,250 crore to 11,339 crore, with
expenditure over five years estimated at about 356,696 crore.

Understanding the EPFO Wage Ceiling:

Meaning and Significance:

The wage ceiling determines the salary threshold up to which EPFO membership is generally mandatory for
employees joining covered establishments, subject to the applicable statutory provisions.

Raising the ceiling from 15,000 to ¥25,000 expands automatic access to provident fund, pension and
insurance-linked social security for workers in the newly covered wage range.

The change is particularly significant because the earlier ceiling had remained unchanged since September
2014, despite changes in wages, minimum wages, living costs and the structure of formal employment.

Coverage Under EPFO Schemes:

EPFO administers three major social-security schemes: Employees’ Provident Funds Scheme, 1952
(EPF), Employees’ Pension Scheme, 1995 (EPS) and Employees’ Deposit Linked Insurance Scheme,
1976 (EDLI).

EPF provides retirement savings through accumulated contributions and interest, while EPS provides
pension benefits and EDLI provides insurance-linked benefits to eligible dependants in case of death during
service.

The revised ceiling therefore expands the statutory social-security framework rather than merely increasing
provident-fund savings.
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Contribution Structure and Financial Implications:

EPF and EPS Contributions:

Under the standard contribution structure, the employee contributes 12% of eligible wages towards EPF,
while the employer contributes 12%, with the employer's contribution divided between EPF and EPS
according to the applicable rules.

Under the existing EPS framework, 8.33% of wages, subject to the applicable statutory ceiling, is diverted
from the employer's contribution towards the pension scheme.

The Central Government also contributes 1.16% towards EPS subject to the applicable wage ceiling and
statutory conditions; employees do not make a separate direct contribution to EPS.

At the previous 215,000 ceiling, 8.33% corresponded to about ¥1,250 per month, while at 325,000 the
corresponding amount is about ¥2,083 per month, subject to the applicable scheme provisions.

Government and Employer Cost:

The higher ceiling increases the government's pension-related financial liability, with annual budgetary
support estimated to rise to approximately ¥11,339 crore.

Employers may also face higher statutory contribution costs for newly covered employees, particularly in
the ¥15,000-325,000 wage bracket, although the long-term effect can include improved workforce stability
and retirement security.

Why the Revision Matters for the Labour Market:

Formalisation of Employment:

The revised ceiling strengthens the link between formal employment and portable social security, because
newly covered workers gain access to retirement savings, pension protection and insurance benefits.

Wider EPFO coverage can also support worker retention and workforce stability, as employees receive
institutionalised social-security benefits linked to formal employment.

The measure complements the broader objective of universalising social security under India's evolving
labour-law framework.

Link with Labour Codes:

The four Labour Codes—the Code on Wages, 2019; Industrial Relations Code, 2020; Code on Social
Security, 2020; and Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020—came into effect
from 21 November 2025.

The Code on Social Security seeks broader social-security coverage, including provisions relating to
organised and unorganised workers, gig workers and platform workers.

The EPFO ceiling revision can therefore be viewed as part of the wider transition towards a more
comprehensive social-protection architecture.

Historical Context:

Long Gap in Wage-Ceiling Revision:

The EPF framework originated with the Employees’ Provident Funds Scheme, 1952, and the wage ceiling
has been revised periodically in response to changing wage conditions.
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e The ceiling was increased from 6,500 to ¥15,000 with effect from 1 September 2014, following the
notification issued in August 2014.

e The 2026 decision raises the ceiling to ¥25,000, representing the first major revision since 2014 and
addressing the growing gap between statutory coverage and prevailing wage levels.

Broader Social-Security Context:

e According to government statements citing ILO data, India's social-security coverage increased from 19%
in 2015 to 64.3% in 2025, reflecting a substantial expansion of social protection over the decade.

e InJuly 2026, the Ministry of Labour and Employment stated that India's social-protection systems covered
about 101 crore people, or more than 68% of the population, based on figures cited from the ILO and
discussions at the BRICS Labour Ministers' Meeting.

e These developments indicate a broader policy shift from narrowly targeted welfare measures towards wider
and more institutionalised social protection.

Key Issues and Challenges:

Adequacy of the Ceiling:

e The revision improves coverage but does not establish an automatic indexation mechanism linking the
EPFO wage ceiling with inflation, minimum wages or changes in average earnings.

e  Without periodic adjustment, the ceiling could again become outdated as wages and living costs rise.

e The policy challenge is therefore to balance financial sustainability, adequate social protection and
predictable contribution obligations.

Impact on Take-Home Pay: | =

e Higher employee contributions can reduce take-home income where the additional contribution is
accommodated within an existing cost-to-company structure.

e However, the reduction in current disposable income is accompanied by greater accumulation of retirement
savings and access to pension and insurance protection.

Employer and MSME Concerns:

¢ Higher mandatory contributions increase labour costs for employers, with the impact potentially more visible
among MSMEs and labour-intensive sectors.

e Policymakers therefore need to balance wider social-security coverage with the need to maintain
employment generation, enterprise competitiveness and compliance incentives.

Need for Portability and Efficient Delivery:

e Wider coverage must be supported by efficient UAN-based portability, digital claim settlement,
grievance redressal and pension administration.

e EPFO has already moved towards greater portability and digital delivery, including the Centralized Pension
Payments System, which was implemented across EPFO regional offices from January 2025.
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Way Forward:

Towards Sustainable Social Security:

¢ India can consider periodic or formula-based revision of wage ceilings using indicators such as inflation,
minimum wages and average earnings.

e Greater coverage should be accompanied by simplified compliance, digital service delivery and
transparent contribution mechanisms to reduce administrative burdens.

e The government should strengthen coordination among EPFO, ESIC and other social-security institutions
to create a more integrated protection system.

e Expansion of coverage should also be complemented by measures addressing the large informal workforce,
where employment remains outside conventional employer-employee social-security arrangements.

Value Addition for UPSC:

Key Conceptual Linkages:

e Social Security — Labour Formalisation — Retirement Savings — Pension Protection — Financial
Inclusion

e Higher Wage Ceiling — Wider Mandatory Coverage — Higher Employer/Employee Contributions
— Greater Social Protection

e Labour Codes + EPFO Expansion — Institutionalisation of Social Security

e Long-Term Reform Need — Periodic Indexation + Portability + Digital Delivery + Fiscal
Sustainability

Important Data Points: A Pand

Old EPFO wage ceiling: 315,000 per month.

New EPFO wage ceiling: 325,000 per month.

Effective date: 17 September 2026.

Additional employees expected to receive mandatory coverage: More than 51 lakh.
Previous revision: September 2014.

Estimated annual government outgo: 311,339 crore.

Estimated five-year expenditure: 356,696 crore.

Current EPFO contributing members cited by the government: About 7.98 crore.
Social-security coverage cited by the government from ILO data: 64.3% in 2025.

Mains Answer Enrichment:

e The EPFO wage-ceiling revision represents an expansion of contributory social security, but its long-
term effectiveness will depend on regular adjustment to labour-market realities, efficient administration,
fiscal sustainability and broader inclusion of workers outside conventional formal employment.
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FCRA Amendment Bill 2026 Proposes Tighter Foreign Funding Oversight
and New Framework for Foreign-Funded Assets
Recent Developments:

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 was introduced in the Lok Sabha on 25
March 2026 and was subsequently referred to a 31-member Joint Parliamentary Committee on 12 August
2026 for detailed examination. The Bill remains pending and is not yet law.

The Joint Parliamentary Committee held its first meeting on 18 September 2026, where representatives of
the Ministry of Home Affairs briefed members on the proposed amendments. Members raised questions
particularly concerning the proposed Designated Authority, foreign-funded assets and the consequences of
loss of FCRA registration.

The Bill seeks to establish a statutory framework for the vesting, supervision, management and disposal
of foreign contributions and assets when an organisation ceases to hold a valid FCRA certificate.

The government has stated that the proposed changes seek to strengthen transparency, accountability,
national security and financial discipline in the utilisation of foreign contributions, while concerns have
been raised about due process, property rights, institutional autonomy and the extent of executive powers.

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010:

Background and Objectives:

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 (FCRA) replaced the earlier FCRA enacted in 1976 and
regulates the acceptance and utilisation of foreign contributions and foreign hospitality by specified persons,
associations and organisations in India.

The Act is administered by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and secks to ensure that foreign
contributions do not adversely affect national interest, public order and national security.

Organisations seeking foreign contributions for definite cultural, economic, educational, religious or
social programmes generally require FCRA registration or prior permission.

FCRA registration is generally valid for § years and must be renewed to continue receiving foreign
contributions and using assets created from such contributions.

Existing Regulatory Framework:

The FCRA regulates the receipt, utilisation, transfer and reporting of foreign contributions, while
prescribing compliance requirements for registered organisations.

The framework has undergone major amendments in 2016, 2018 and 2020, reflecting successive attempts
to strengthen oversight of foreign-funded activities.

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Rules, 2011 provide operational requirements relating to
registration, prior permission, administrative expenses, reporting and other compliance matters.

Key Provisions of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026:

Designated Authority for Foreign-Funded Assets:

The Bill proposes a Designated Authority as the central institutional mechanism for the vesting,
supervision, management and disposal of foreign contributions and assets of organisations that cease to
possess a valid FCRA certificate.

The proposed framework would apply where an organisation's registration is cancelled, surrendered,
expires, or is not renewed, subject to the provisions of the Bill.
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Government Control and Disposal of Assets:

Where an organisation loses its FCRA status, foreign contributions and assets created from such
contributions may be placed under the control of the Designated Authority.

The proposed framework provides for provisional and permanent vesting, depending on the circumstances
and subsequent restoration of the organisation's FCRA status.

Where assets are ultimately disposed of, the Bill provides for mechanisms including transfer or sale, with
proceeds proposed to be credited to the Consolidated Fund of India.

For assets constituting places of worship, the Bill requires the Designated Authority to ensure that their
religious character is maintained.

Automatic Cessation of Registration:

A proposed Section 14B provides for cessation of FCRA registration when the certificate expires, renewal
is refused, or the organisation does not apply for renewal.

Registration would therefore cease automatically in circumstances where the organisation fails to seek
renewal, its renewal application is rejected, or its certificate expires without renewal.

Time-Bound Utilisation of Foreign Funds:

Restrictions During Suspension:

The Bill proposes timelines for the receipt and utilisation of foreign contributions received under prior
permission.

The objective is to strengthen financial discipline, traceability and accountability in the use of foreign
funds.

The Bill proposes restrictions on dealing with foreign-funded assets during the period of suspension of
FCRA registration.

An organisation would require prior government approval for specified transactions involving such assets,
including their sale, transfer or mortgage.

Centralised Control Over Investigation:

The Bill proposes to amend Section 43 so that a law-enforcement agency or State Government would require
prior approval of the Central Government before initiating an investigation into alleged FCRA violations.
This provision seeks to create a more centralised investigation framework but also raises questions
concerning federalism and the operational autonomy of State law-enforcement agencies.

Rationalisation of Penalties:

The Bill proposes to reduce the maximum imprisonment for violations of the FCRA from § years to 1 year,
or impose a fine, or both.

The proposed change represents a shift towards penalty rationalisation and proportionality within the
statutory framework.

Accountability of Key Functionaries:

The Bill expands the concept of Key Functionary to cover persons such as directors, partners, trustees,
karta of a Hindu Undivided Family, office-bearers and persons exercising control over organisational
management.
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e  Such individuals may be held personally accountable unless they establish that they lacked knowledge of the
violation or exercised due diligence.

Recent FCRA Rules, 2026:

Additional Compliance Requirements:

e The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2026, notified by the Ministry of Home
Affairs in June 2026, introduced additional disclosure and compliance requirements for organisations
receiving foreign contributions.

¢ Organisations are required to specify their purposes and States or Union Territories of operation in FCRA
applications and provide additional organisational information.

e The Rules define reasonable activity for certain registration-related purposes as utilisation of at least I10
lakh in foreign contribution during the preceding two financial years.

e The Rules also require additional disclosures relating to office-holders, service details, publications and
social-media accounts, thereby increasing the transparency and traceability requirements for FCRA-
registered organisations.

Why Regulating Foreign Contributions is Necessary:

National Security and Sovereignty:

e Foreign funding can have legitimate developmental and humanitarian uses, but inadequate oversight can
create risks of diversion, illicit financing and activities detrimental to national interest.

e The FCRA therefore seeks to ensure that foreign contributions are used for the declared objectives of
eligible organisations: s e

Financial Transparency:

e Regulation helps establish financial traceability and accountability from the foreign donor to the recipient
organisation and intended programme.

e Compliance requirements can reduce the possibility of money laundering, diversion of funds and
unauthorised utilisation.

Protection of Democratic Institutions:

e The FCRA prohibits specified categories of persons and organisations from accepting foreign contributions,
including political parties and certain public functionaries, subject to the statutory framework.

e  Such restrictions seek to prevent foreign financial influence over sensitive areas of politics, governance and
public administration.

Concerns and Challenges:

Asset Vesting and Due Process:

e Members of the Joint Parliamentary Committee have questioned whether foreign-funded assets could vest
in a government-appointed Designated Authority without a prior hearing or judicial determination
when an organisation loses its FCRA registration.

e The issue raises broader questions concerning natural justice, procedural safeguards and proportionality
in administrative action.
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Treatment of Mixed-Funding Assets:

e Concerns have also been raised regarding assets created using a combination of foreign and domestic funds,
particularly where the Bill could affect the entire asset despite only part of its financing originating from
foreign contributions.

e A clear mechanism for determining the proportion attributable to foreign contribution is therefore important
for preventing disputes.

Absence of Detailed Procedural Safeguards:

¢ Questions remain regarding procedures for taking possession, preparing inventories, maintaining assets
and distinguishing foreign-funded assets from domestically funded assets.

e The framework would benefit from clearly defined rules concerning notice, hearing, review, restoration and
final disposal.

State Capacity and Fiscal Burden:

¢ Long-term management of institutions such as schools, hospitals and orphanages could create financial,
administrative and manpower burdens for States if assets come under government custody.

e Effective implementation therefore requires adequate institutional capacity rather than merely expanded
statutory powers.

Civil Society Autonomy: \

e Civil society organisations perform important functions in health, education, humanitarian assistance,
social welfare and community development.. sl

e Excessive regulatory uncertainty may affect their ability to plan programmes and maintain stable funding,
making it necessary to balance accountability with legitimate institutional autonomy.

Constitutional and Governance Dimensions:

Fundamental Rights and Due Process:

e Regulation of foreign contributions must be reconciled with constitutional protections relating to equality,
freedom of association, religious freedom and property rights, subject to reasonable statutory restrictions.

e The proposed asset-vesting mechanism therefore requires clear procedures, defined powers and effective
safeguards against arbitrary administrative action.

Federalism:

e The proposed requirement of prior Central approval before certain investigations by State authorities raises
questions concerning the balance between Union oversight and State administrative autonomy.
e The issue is relevant to India's broader debate on cooperative federalism and institutional coordination.

Rule of Law:

e Regulatory powers should be accompanied by clear statutory standards, procedural safeguards,
reasoned decisions and accessible review mechanisms.

e Such safeguards can strengthen both the credibility of foreign-funding regulation and compliance among
legitimate organisations.
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Way Forward:

Balancing Regulation and Civil Society:

The government should establish transparent, time-bound and rule-based procedures for registration,
renewal, suspension and cancellation under the FCRA.

The Designated Authority should operate under clearly defined statutory powers, with notice, hearing,
review and restoration mechanisms wherever appropriate.

Rules should clearly distinguish between foreign-funded and domestically funded assets, especially where
an institution has multiple sources of financing.

Asset management should include transparent procedures for valuation, custody, maintenance and final
disposal, while protecting the functional and religious character of places of worship where applicable.
Stronger digital disclosure, audit, risk-based monitoring and inter-agency coordination can improve
oversight without imposing unnecessary compliance burdens on legitimate organisations.

Value Addition for UPSC:

Key Constitutional Linkages:

Article 14: Equality before law and protection against arbitrary state action.

Article 19(1)(c): Freedom to form associations or unions, subject to constitutionally permitted reasonable
restrictions.

Article 25: Freedom of conscience and freedorh to profess, practise and propagate religion, subject to
constitutional limitations.

Article 26: Rights of religious denominations to manage their religious affairs, subject to constitutional
conditions. - — - - - =

Article 300A: No person can be deprived of property except by authority of law.

Key Governance Principle:

Effective regulation = National Security + Financial Transparency + Due Process + Proportionality +
Civil Society Accountability

Key Facts for Prelims:

FCRA enacted: 1976.

FCRA replaced by the present Act: 2010.

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs.

FCRA registration validity: 5 years.

2026 Amendment Bill introduced: 25 March 2026.

Referred to Joint Parliamentary Committee: 12 August 2026.

First JPC meeting: 18 September 2026.

JPC composition: 31 members, comprising 21 from Lok Sabha and 10 from Rajya Sabha.
Proposed institutional mechanism: Designated Authority.

Proposed new provision: Section 14B concerning cessation of FCRA registration.
Proposed maximum imprisonment: Reduced from 5 years to 1 year.

2026 FCRA Rules: Notified by the Ministry of Home Affairs in June 2026.
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Mains Answer Enrichment:

The FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026 represents an attempt to strengthen oversight of foreign contributions
and create a statutory mechanism for managing foreign-funded assets after loss of FCRA registration. Its
effectiveness will depend on maintaining a careful balance between national security, financial
accountability, constitutional safeguards, federalism and the legitimate autonomy of civil society
organisations.

kededekd ket

Southwest Monsoon Withdrawal Begins in 2026 Amid Widespread

Rainfall Deficit and Developing Bay of Bengal Weather System

Recent Developments:

The Southwest Monsoon began withdrawing from some parts of West Rajasthan on 19 September
2026, close to the newer climatological normal withdrawal date of 17 September, while nearly 43% of
India’s geographical area remained rain-deficient. The withdrawal line passed through Ramgarh,
Mohangarh, Phalodi and Khajuwala in Rajasthan.

The India Meteorological Department expects the monsoon to withdraw from more parts of Rajasthan,
Punjab and Saurashtra-Kutch during the following three to four days, indicating the beginning of the
seasonal transition from the southwest monsoon regime.

As of 19 September 2026, cumulative all-India monsoon rainfall stood at 695.6 mm against the normal
817.2 mm, representing a deficit of about 15%. Eighteen of the 36 meteorological subdivisions recorded
normal rainfall, while the remaining 18 were deficient.

Major rainfall deficits were reported in Meghalaya, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Goa,
Karnataka, Kerala, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Haryana and Telangana, while Rajasthan and Punjab were also
expected to end the season with substantial deficits.

At the same time, a low-pressure system over the North Andaman Sea is expected to move west-north-
westwards, intensify into a depression around 21 September and a deep depression around 22
September, before approaching the south Odisha—north Andhra Pradesh coast around 23 September.
The developing system is expected to produce significant rainfall over Odisha, Gangetic West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Sikkim and coastal Andhra Pradesh, demonstrating that withdrawal from
north-western India does not imply an immediate end to rainfall across the country. IMD warnings for Odisha
and coastal Andhra Pradesh indicate heavy to very heavy rainfall during the coming days.

Understanding the Indian Monsoon:

Meaning and Characteristics:

The word monsoon is derived from the Arabic word mausim, meaning season, and refers to a periodic
reversal of winds accompanied by major seasonal changes in rainfall.

The Indian monsoon is a complex interaction between land, ocean and atmosphere, rather than merely a
seasonal period of heavy rainfall.

India experiences two principal monsoon systems, namely the Southwest Monsoon from June to
September and the Northeast Monsoon from October to December.

The Southwest Monsoon is the principal rainy season of India and provides roughly three-fourths of the
country’s annual rainfall, making its timing, spatial distribution and intensity crucial for agriculture, water
resources and the wider economy.
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Socio-Economic Importance:

The monsoon strongly influences agriculture, irrigation, reservoirs, groundwater recharge, hydropower
generation, food prices and rural incomes, particularly because a substantial part of Indian agriculture
remains dependent on rainfall.

A deficient monsoon can increase water stress, crop losses, rural distress and inflationary pressures,
while excessive rainfall can produce floods, landslides, infrastructure damage and crop destruction.
Monsoon variability therefore creates both drought risk and flood risk, making rainfall distribution as
important as aggregate seasonal rainfall.

Southwest Monsoon:

Onset and Progress:

The Southwest Monsoon normally reaches Kerala around 1 June and advances northward in stages before
covering the country; under the newer IMD normal, the monsoon generally covers the entire country around
8 July.

IMD uses multiple atmospheric indicators for declaring monsoon onset over Kerala, including rainfall,
lower- and middle-tropospheric winds and outgoing longwave radiation.

The monsoon current is driven by the seasonal reversal of wind circulation, with moisture-laden winds from
the Indian Ocean and adjoining seas reaching the Indian subcontinent.

Mechanism of Southwest Monsoon: \

Strong summer heating over the Indian subcontinent creates a broad low-pressure region, while relatively
higher pressure over the southern Indian-Ocean contributes to the pressure gradient that drives moist south-
westerly winds towards India.

The Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone, or ITCZ, shifts northward during the Northern Hemisphere summer
and becomes an important component of the monsoon circulation.

The Tibetan Plateau acts as a major elevated heat source during summer and influences upper-air
circulation, while the Himalayas prevent the penetration of cold continental air into the Indian subcontinent.
The Somali Jet, a strong low-level cross-equatorial flow over the western Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea,
transports substantial moisture towards the Indian subcontinent.

Orography strongly modifies rainfall, producing heavy precipitation along the Western Ghats and north-
eastern hills, while rain-shadow regions such as parts of the Deccan Plateau receive comparatively less
rainfall.

Monsoon Withdrawal:

Meaning and Process:

Monsoon withdrawal refers to the gradual retreat of the Southwest Monsoon circulation from India as the
atmospheric pressure and wind regime changes after the summer season.

The withdrawal generally begins from northwestern India, particularly West Rajasthan, and subsequently
progresses southward and eastward before the Southwest Monsoon completely retreats from the country.
According to the newer IMD climatology, withdrawal from northwest India normally begins around 17
September, rather than the older operational normal of 1 September.

IMD research indicates that the Southwest Monsoon season has lengthened over 1971-2020 at
approximately 1.6 days per decade, mainly because withdrawal dates have tended to become later, while
the Kerala onset date has not shown a significant long-term change.
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Criteria Used by IMD:

e IMD does not determine withdrawal solely from the absence of rainfall; it considers a combination of rainfall
cessation, lower-tropospheric anticyclonic circulation and reduction in atmospheric moisture.

e Withdrawal from the extreme northwestern parts is not attempted before 1 September, and after that date
the first withdrawal requires approximately five consecutive days of cessation of rainfall, establishment of
an anticyclone at 850 hPa and below, and a considerable reduction in moisture.

e Further withdrawal is assessed using spatial continuity, reduced moisture and persistent dry weather,
ensuring that a temporary break in rainfall is not incorrectly interpreted as monsoon withdrawal.

Northeast Monsoon and Retreating Monsoon:

Seasonal Transition:

¢ The Northeast Monsoon develops after the Southwest Monsoon retreats and is particularly important for
Tamil Nadu, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema, South Interior Karnataka and parts of Kerala.

¢ During the post-monsoon transition, the withdrawal of the Southwest Monsoon is accompanied by a change
towards north-easterly winds, which can transport moisture towards the south-eastern coast.

e Tamil Nadu receives comparatively less rainfall during the Southwest Monsoon because parts of the state lie
in the rain-shadow region of the Western Ghats, making the Northeast Monsoon its principal rainy season.

e The Northeast Monsoon therefore has major significance for paddy cultivation, reservoir storage,
groundwater recharge and water security in southern India.

|
Factors Affecting the Indian Monsoon:

Atmospheric and Geographical Factors: — — ~ =~ = —

¢ Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone: Its seasonal northward and southward migration influences the location
of convective activity and the monsoon trough.

e Tibetan Plateau: Its elevated heating and topographical influence affect upper-air circulation and the
development of monsoon circulation.

e Jet Streams: Seasonal shifts in the subtropical westerly jet and the development of the tropical easterly jet
influence monsoon onset, progression and withdrawal.

e Somali Jet: This low-level cross-equatorial flow transports moisture from the Indian Ocean towards the
Arabian Sea and Indian landmass.

e Himalayas: The Himalayan mountain system acts as a barrier to cold continental air and contributes to the
maintenance of the monsoon circulation over the subcontinent.

e  Western Ghats and Northeast Hills: These mountain systems cause orographic rainfall and create strong
regional contrasts in precipitation.

Ocean-Atmosphere Teleconnections:

o El Niitio: Abnormal warming of the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean can weaken the Indian
monsoon circulation and is historically associated with an increased probability of deficient monsoon
rainfall, although the relationship is not deterministic.

e La Niiia: Abnormal cooling of the tropical Pacific can favour stronger Indian monsoon conditions, but its
influence varies according to other atmospheric and oceanic factors.

¢ Indian Ocean Dipole: Differences in sea-surface temperatures between the western and eastern tropical
Indian Ocean can modify monsoon rainfall and may sometimes offset or reinforce ENSO-related influences.

¢ Madden-Julian Oscillation: Intraseasonal movement of tropical convection can influence active and
suppressed phases of rainfall over the Indian region.
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2026 Rainfall Deficit and Regional Implications:

Spatial Variation:

e The 2026 monsoon demonstrates that national rainfall totals can conceal significant regional disparities,
because nearly half of India's geographical area remains deficient despite some regions receiving normal or
above-normal rainfall.

e Asof 19 September, 18 of 36 meteorological subdivisions had normal rainfall, while 18 remained deficient,
highlighting the uneven spatial distribution of monsoon rainfall.

¢ Such spatial variability has direct implications for cropping patterns, irrigation demand, reservoir levels,
drinking-water availability and rural livelihoods.

Implications of the Deficit:

¢ Rainfall deficiency can increase dependence on groundwater and irrigation, particularly in rain-fed
agricultural regions.

e Reduced rainfall during critical crop stages can affect yield, sowing decisions and farm incomes, while
delayed or uneven rainfall can create difficulties even when seasonal totals appear adequate.

e Water-intensive sectors and cities may face greater pressure on reservoirs, aquifers and municipal water
supplies when rainfall deficits persist.

Bay of Bengal Weather System and Monsoon Dynamics:
|

Formation and Movement:

e The developing low-pressure system over the North Andaman Sea illustrates the continuing role of the Bay
of Bengal in generating weather systems during the latter part of the monsoon season.

e The system is forecast to move west-northwestwards, intensify into a depression around 21 September and
deepen further around 22 September before approaching the Odisha—Andhra Pradesh coast around 23
September.

e Such systems can temporarily enhance rainfall over central and eastern India even while the Southwest
Monsoon begins withdrawing from northwestern India.

UPSC Significance:

e The simultaneous occurrence of monsoon withdrawal in the northwest and a developing low-pressure
system in the Bay of Bengal demonstrates that monsoon withdrawal is a gradual spatial process rather than
a single nationwide event.

e The event also highlights the importance of regional weather systems, ocean-atmosphere interactions
and monsoon circulation in determining short-term rainfall variability.

Impacts of the Indian Monsoon:

Agriculture and Food Security:

¢ Monsoon rainfall determines sowing, crop choice, irrigation requirements and yields, particularly for
rain-fed crops such as rice, pulses, millets and oilseeds.

e Deficient rainfall can reduce production and increase food-price pressures, while excessive rainfall can cause
waterlogging, crop damage and soil erosion.
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Water Resources and Energy:

e Monsoon rainfall replenishes rivers, reservoirs, lakes and groundwater, supporting drinking water,
irrigation and industrial requirements.

e Hydroelectric generation depends significantly on reservoir inflows, making rainfall variability important
for India's energy security.

Economy:

e Rural demand, agricultural incomes and several agro-based industries are sensitive to monsoon performance.
e A deficient monsoon can increase agricultural stress and food inflation, while a well-distributed monsoon
can support rural consumption, farm incomes and macroeconomic stability.

Health:

e Adequate rainfall supports water availability, but stagnant water following heavy rainfall can increase the
risk of vector-borne and water-borne diseases, including dengue, malaria and cholera.

o Public-health preparedness therefore needs to address both drought-related water scarcity and flood-
related disease risks.

Infrastructure and Environment:

¢ Excessive rainfall can damage roads, bridges, drainage systems, urban infrastructure and agricultural
land, particularly where floodplain management and storm-water drainage are inadequate.

e Monsoon rainfall also supports soil moisture, wetlands, forests, groundwater recharge and ecosystem
productivity, although intense rainfall can increase erosion, landslides and habitat degradation.

Challenges in Monsoon Management:

Rainfall Variability:

e The key challenge is not only the total amount of seasonal rainfall but also its timing, intensity, duration
and spatial distribution.

e Short periods of extreme rainfall separated by prolonged dry spells can produce simultaneous flood and
drought-like conditions within the same season.

Climate Change:

¢ Long-term observations indicate changes in the length and withdrawal characteristics of the Southwest
Monsoon, while increasing climate variability can complicate rainfall prediction and water-resource
planning.

e Greater frequency or intensity of extreme rainfall events can increase risks to urban infrastructure,
agriculture, ecosystems and disaster management systems.
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Way Forward:

Building Monsoon Resilience:

India needs to strengthen district-level weather forecasting, impact-based forecasting and early-warning
systems so that forecasts translate into actionable information for farmers, fishermen, urban authorities and
disaster-management agencies.

Agricultural planning should promote climate-resilient crops, micro-irrigation, rainwater harvesting,
soil-moisture conservation and diversified cropping systems.

Water management should integrate reservoir operations, groundwater regulation, watershed
development and urban rainwater harvesting rather than treating each component separately.

Cities should adopt sponge-city principles, improved drainage, floodplain zoning and wetland
conservation to manage intense rainfall.

Monsoon forecasting should increasingly integrate ENSO, 10D, intraseasonal oscillations, ocean
conditions and high-resolution climate models to improve seasonal and extended-range predictions.

UPSC Relevance:

Essay and Interdisciplinary Linkages:

The Indian monsoon demonstrates the close relationship between physical geography and economic
development, because atmospheric variability directly affects livelihoods, food security, water availability
and macroeconomic stability. ‘

Value Addition for UPSC:

Key Facts:

Normal Southwest Monsoon onset over Kerala: Around 1 June.

New normal date for withdrawal from northwest India: Around 17 September.

Southwest Monsoon withdrawal in 2026 began: 19 September.

Cumulative rainfall by 19 September 2026: 695.6 mm against a normal 817.2 mm.

All-India rainfall deficit: About 15%.

Rain-deficient geographical area: Nearly 43%.

Normal Northeast Monsoon season: October—December.

Key Northeast Monsoon beneficiaries: Tamil Nadu, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema, South Interior
Karnataka and parts of Kerala.

Major 2026 weather system: Low-pressure area over the North Andaman Sea, expected to intensify into a
depression around 21 September and a deep depression around 22 September.

Expected coastal approach: South Odisha—north Andhra Pradesh around 23 September.

Key Conceptual Linkages:

Monsoon variability — Agricultural output — Rural income — Food prices — Inflation

Rainfall deficit — Groundwater dependence — Water stress — Agricultural vulnerability

Extreme rainfall - Urban flooding — Infrastructure damage — Economic losses

Climate change — Rainfall variability — Extreme events — Need for climate-resilient development
Monsoon withdrawal — Change in wind regime — Northeast Monsoon — Rainfall over southeastern
India
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Mains Answer Enrichment:

The 2026 Southwest Monsoon withdrawal illustrates the spatial and temporal complexity of India's
monsoon system, where withdrawal from north-western India can occur simultaneously with active weather
systems over the Bay of Bengal.

For India, the policy challenge is therefore not merely to predict the total monsoon rainfall but to build
resilience against regional rainfall deficits, extreme precipitation, intra-seasonal variability and
changing monsoon characteristics through climate-resilient agriculture, integrated water management,
early-warning systems and disaster-resilient infrastructure.

Tkt

India—Nepal Relations Strengthened by Trade, Connectivity, Energy

Cooperation and Post-Flood Humanitarian Engagement

Recent Developments:

Nepal’s Finance Minister Dr. Swarnim Wagle visited New Delhi in September 2026 and held discussions
with Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on bilateral
economic relations, post-flood reconstruction and rehabilitation. This was his first official visit to India since
assuming office as Nepal’s Finance Minister. |

The India—Nepal Inter-Governmental Sub-Committee on Trade, Transit and Cooperation to Control
Unauthorised Trade met in New Delhi on 16—17 September 2026. The discussions covered market access,
customs, trade facilitation, standards, food safety, plant quarantine, border infrastructure, freight movement,
Integrated Check Posts, and rail and road connectivity.

The meeting also focused on improving the utilisation of existing infrastructure, removing operational
bottlenecks, facilitating legitimate cross-border trade and strengthening mechanisms against unauthorised
trade and commercial fraud. Both sides agreed to maintain institutional engagement and pursue time-
bound follow-up on issues requiring further examination.

Nepal’s 26 August 2026 Bhote Koshi River flash floods caused extensive damage to houses, roads, bridges,
hydropower facilities and other critical infrastructure. India provided humanitarian assistance, technical
teams and rescue support, while India also approved electricity exports of up to 654 MW for 18 hours daily
from 13 September to 31 December 2026 to help address Nepal’s post-flood power shortage.

India—Nepal Relations: Strategic Overview:

Geographical and Civilisational Linkages:

India and Nepal share a 1,770-km-long open and largely unfenced border, connecting Nepal with the
Indian states of Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Nepal is a landlocked country and depends substantially on transit facilities through India for access to
seaports and international markets, making cross-border connectivity a central component of bilateral
relations.

The relationship extends beyond conventional diplomacy because India and Nepal share civilisational,
cultural, religious and people-to-people linkages, including interactions around Lumbini, Pashupatinath,
Janakpur and the Ramayana circuit. The Ministry of External Affairs describes the relationship as a special
and unique partnership rooted in shared heritage and extensive people-to-people contacts.
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Treaty Framework:

The India—Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship, 1950 provides the foundational framework for the
special relationship and establishes provisions concerning peace, security and economic cooperation.

The Treaty provides for mutual consultation on major international issues affecting the interests of both
countries and envisages cooperation in economic, scientific and technical fields, trade, transport,
communications, flood control, river-basin development and hydropower.

The Treaty is complemented by arrangements concerning trade and transit, which are particularly
important for Nepal because of its landlocked geography and dependence on external transit routes.

Major Areas of India—Nepal Cooperation:

Trade and Economic Relations:

India remains Nepal’s largest trading partner, and the September 2026 IGSC meeting demonstrated the
continuing institutional focus on market access, customs cooperation and trade facilitation.

The bilateral trade relationship covers agricultural and dairy products, food products, pharmaceuticals,
medical devices, AYUSH products, petroleum products, machinery and other manufactured goods.

The 2026 IGSC discussions included electronic verification of Certificates of Origin, customs
automation, digitalisation and pre-arrival exchange of information, which can reduce transaction costs
and strengthen compliance with trade rules.

Nepal’s trade dependence on India also creates an important policy challenge because greater market
integration must be accompanied by diversification, productive capacity and balanced trade
opportunities for Nepal.

Connectivity and Transit: |~ | =

India’s role as Nepal’s principal transit partner makes road, rail, integrated check posts and land-port
infrastructure strategically important.

Major connectivity initiatives include cross-border railway links, Integrated Check Posts, road infrastructure
and freight connectivity, with projects linking Nepalese commercial centres to Indian transport networks.
India and Nepal have also expanded petroleum connectivity through cross-border pipelines, while additional
infrastructure projects seek to improve the movement of fuel and other essential commodities.

The Integrated Check Posts at Birgunj, Nepalgunj and Biratnagar are operational, while development
work has progressed for additional facilities, including Bhairahawa and Dodhara Chandani.

Improved connectivity can support regional value chains, tourism, trade diversification and Nepal’s
access to global markets, while also strengthening India’s economic linkages with the Himalayan region.

Energy and Hydropower Cooperation:

Energy cooperation is one of the most strategically significant pillars of the bilateral relationship because
Nepal possesses substantial hydropower potential while India has a large and growing electricity market.
India and Nepal have pursued cross-border power trade, hydropower development and transmission
connectivity, including projects such as Arun III, Lower Arun and Phukot Karnali.

Under the long-term power trade arrangement, India and Nepal set a target of developing conditions for
10,000 MW of electricity exports from Nepal to India over 10 years, creating opportunities for investment
in hydropower and transmission infrastructure.

In November 2024, Nepal began exporting electricity to Bangladesh through the Indian grid, marking the
first trilateral power transaction of this type and demonstrating the potential of sub-regional energy
integration.



Tuesday, September 22, 2026

DAILYchronicLe
CURRENT AFFAIRS

In September 2026, India approved electricity exports of up to 654 MW to Nepal for 18 hours daily until 31
December 2026 after floods damaged Nepal’s hydropower infrastructure, demonstrating the reciprocal
nature of bilateral energy interdependence.

Defence and Security Cooperation:

India and Nepal maintain long-standing defence cooperation based on training, military exchanges,
capacity building and institutional interaction.

The two countries conduct the Surya Kiran joint military exercise alternately in India and Nepal, focusing
on areas such as disaster response, counter-insurgency and interoperability.

India supports the modernisation and training of the Nepali Army, while the traditional practice of conferring
the honorary rank of General on each other’s Army Chiefs symbolises the depth of military ties.

Nepal’s citizens have historically served in the Gorkha regiments of the Indian Army, creating a
distinctive military and people-to-people connection.

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief:

India has repeatedly provided Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief to Nepal, reflecting the
geographical and humanitarian interdependence of the two countries.

During the 2015 Nepal earthquake, India launched Operation Maitri, one of its major overseas disaster-
relief operations.

Following the Bhote Koshi flash floods of August 2026, India supplied relief materials and medicines and
deployed specialised tunnel-rescue and forensi? teams. Indian assistance also included equipment for
restoring damaged transport infrastructure.

The disaster highlighted the importance of ecross-border disaster management, particularly because floods
and landslides in the Himalayan region can have consequences for downstream areas in India.

Digital and Financial Connectivity:

India and Nepal have expanded cooperation in digital payments and financial connectivity, including the
linkage of India’s Unified Payments Interface with Nepal’s National Payments Interface for cross-border
personal remittances.

Such connectivity can reduce transaction costs, improve formal financial channels and strengthen economic
integration between border communities.

Digital cooperation is also expanding into language and technological domains through collaboration
involving Digital India Bhashini and Kathmandu University.

Cultural and People-to-People Relations:

India and Nepal share extensive religious, linguistic, cultural and familial linkages, which are often
described through the expression “roti-beti relationship” because of longstanding cross-border social and
marital ties.

Religious circuits involving Pashupatinath, Janakpur, Lumbini and the Ramayana circuit provide
opportunities for cultural diplomacy and tourism cooperation.

These connections constitute an important element of India’s neighbourhood policy because they operate
beyond formal state-to-state relations.
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Areas of Concern in India—Nepal Relations:

1950 Treaty and Perceptions of Asymmetry:

¢ Some sections of Nepalese political opinion have argued that the 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship
reflects an unequal relationship and should be revised to reflect Nepal’s contemporary national interests.

e India has stated its willingness to review and update the Treaty in a constructive and forward-looking
manner, making treaty revision an issue that requires sustained diplomatic dialogue.

e The challenge is to update the institutional framework while preserving the practical benefits of open borders,
economic cooperation and people-to-people relations.

Boundary Disputes:

e The Kalapani-Lipulekh—Limpiyadhura issue remains a significant boundary-related disagreement
between India and Nepal.

e Nepal has included areas around Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and Kalapani within its constitutional map,
while India maintains its position on the boundary based on historical documents and established
arrangements.

e India and Nepal have previously completed authentication and initialling of boundary strip maps covering
most of their common boundary, but the remaining disputed areas require diplomatic dialogue and
technical boundary mechanisms.

Trust Deficit: \

e Political narratives in Nepal have periodically raised concerns about perceived Indian influence in Nepal’s
domestic political affairs, while India has-concerns regarding developments affecting its security and
strategic interests.

e Differences can become more pronounced during periods of political transition, making institutional
dialogue important for preventing bilateral disagreements from becoming broader public controversies.

China Factor:

e Nepal’s growing economic and infrastructure engagement with China has added a strategic dimension to
India—Nepal relations.

¢ Chinese involvement in infrastructure, connectivity, investment and trade provides Nepal with additional
economic options, while India remains attentive to developments that could affect its strategic and security
environment.

e Nepal’s policy challenge is to pursue diversified external partnerships while maintaining its sovereignty and
strategic autonomy; India’s challenge is to remain a reliable development and connectivity partner without
creating perceptions of excessive political involvement.

Trade Imbalance and Economic Dependence:

e Nepal’s substantial dependence on India for trade, transit and essential imports creates structural asymmetry
in the economic relationship.

e At the same time, Nepal secks greater market access, export diversification and investment
opportunities, making trade facilitation and productive-capacity development important areas for future
cooperation.

e The 2026 IGSC discussions on market access and customs facilitation therefore have significance beyond
routine trade administration.
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Security and Open-Border Challenges:

The open border facilitates legitimate movement of people, employment, tourism and family relations but
can also create challenges involving human trafficking, smuggling, narcotics, counterfeit currency and
other forms of cross-border crime.

Effective border management therefore requires a balance between security coordination and preservation
of legitimate people-to-people movement.

Institutional cooperation between security agencies, customs authorities and local administrations remains
important for addressing these challenges.

Way Ahead:

Towards a Balanced Neighbourhood Partnership:

India and Nepal should strengthen institutionalised dialogue through mechanisms dealing with trade,
security, water resources, energy, boundary management and development cooperation.

Bilateral trade should move beyond dependence on a limited range of commodities by promoting Nepalese
exports, value addition, investment and integration into regional supply chains.

Connectivity projects should be completed through predictable financing, transparent implementation and
effective coordination so that Nepal can obtain reliable access to Indian and international markets.
Hydropower cooperation should be expanded through transparent investment frameworks, cross-border
transmission infrastructure, long-term power purchase arrangements and environmental safeguards.
Disaster cooperation should evolve from emergency relief towards joint risk assessment, early-warning
systems, flood forecasting, resilient infrastructure and climate adaptation.

India and Nepal should address boundary issues through established diplomatic and technical mechanisms
while maintaining the broader relationship independently of unresolved disputes.

Greater economic and digital integration, including cross-border payment systems and energy
connectivity, can create practical interdependence and strengthen bilateral relations at the societal level.

Value Addition for UPSC:

Strategic Significance:

Neighbourhood First: Nepal is central to India’s immediate neighbourhood because of geographical
proximity, open borders, economic interdependence and cultural linkages.

Himalayan Security: Stable India—Nepal relations are important for border management, Himalayan
ecology, disaster response and India’s northern security environment.

Energy Security: Nepal’s hydropower potential and India’s electricity market create opportunities for
mutually beneficial cross-border energy trade.

Regional Integration: Nepal-India connectivity can contribute to wider BBIN and South Asian regional
connectivity, particularly through transport, energy and digital networks.

Disaster Diplomacy: The 2026 floods demonstrate how HADR, resilient infrastructure and climate
adaptation can become important components of neighbourhood diplomacy.

Economic Diplomacy: Trade facilitation, investment and infrastructure cooperation can help address
Nepal’s development needs while creating economic opportunities for both countries.

Key Facts for Prelims:

Common Indian states: Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
Major bilateral treaty: Treaty of Peace and Friendship, 1950.
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Important trade mechanism: Inter-Governmental Committee and Inter-Governmental Sub-Committee on
trade, transit and cooperation to control unauthorised trade.

2026 IGSC meeting: New Delhi, 16-17 September 2026.

Major connectivity facilities: Integrated Check Posts, cross-border rail links, roads and petroleum pipelines.
Long-term power trade target: 10,000 MW from Nepal to India over 10 years.

First Nepal-Bangladesh power transaction through India: November 2024.

2026 emergency power assistance: Up to 654 MW for 18 hours daily until 31 December 2026.

Major 2026 disaster: Bhote Koshi River flash floods of 26 August 2026.

Major Indian disaster-relief operation in Nepal: Operation Maitri, launched after the 2015 earthquake.

Mains Answer Framework:

India—Nepal relations represent a distinctive form of neighbourhood partnership shaped by
geography, open borders, historical ties, economic interdependence and shared cultural linkages. The
relationship has expanded from traditional political and security cooperation towards trade facilitation,
connectivity, hydropower, digital payments and sub-regional energy integration.
However, unresolved boundary issues, perceptions surrounding the 1950 Treaty, trade asymmetry, open-
border security challenges and the evolving role of China create areas requiring sustained diplomatic
engagement.
The way forward lies in strengthening mutually beneficial economic integration, transparent
development cooperation, resilient connectivity, energy partnerships, disaster-management
mechanisms and institutionalised dialogue, while addressing contentious issues through established
bilateral mechanisms and respecting each country’s sovereignty and strategic autonomy.

\
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Uniform Civil Code Debate Intensifies as States Advance Personal Law

Reforms and 2029 Implementation Target Emerges

Recent Developments:

2029 Implementation Target: On 13 September 2026, Union Home Minister Amit Shah stated that the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) would be introduced in all 21 NDA-ruled States before the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections. This is a stated political target rather than a constitutionally prescribed deadline.

Expansion of State-Level UCCs: Uttarakhand became the first State to implement a UCC on 27 January
2025. Gujarat, Assam and Madhya Pradesh subsequently passed their respective UCC Bills in 2026, although
their final legal status and commencement depend on the constitutionally required assent and notification
processes.

Assam and Madhya Pradesh: The Assam Assembly passed the Uniform Civil Code, Assam, 2026 Bill
on 27 May 2026, while the Madhya Pradesh Assembly passed its UCC Bill in July 2026. Both frameworks
include exemptions for Scheduled Tribes, demonstrating that state-level UCC models are not necessarily
identical in scope.
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Uniform Civil Code: Constitutional and Legal Framework:

What is a Uniform Civil Code?

e A Uniform Civil Code refers to a common set of secular civil laws governing personal matters such as
marriage, divorce, adoption, maintenance, guardianship, succession and inheritance, irrespective of
religion or community.

¢ India already has several common civil and criminal laws applicable across communities, including laws
relating to contracts, taxation, negotiable instruments and criminal offences. The UCC debate primarily
concerns areas where religious or customary personal laws continue to operate.

Constitutional Basis — Article 44:

e Article 44, located in Part IV — Directive Principles of State Policy, states that the State shall endeavour
to secure a Uniform Civil Code for citizens throughout the territory of India.

e Article 44 is non-justiciable, meaning that citizens cannot directly approach a court to compel the State to
enact a UCC. However, it remains a constitutional directive that can guide legislative policy.

e The Constituent Assembly placed UCC within the Directive Principles rather than Fundamental Rights
because members differed over how to reconcile legal uniformity, gender equality, religious freedom and
cultural diversity.

Personal Laws in India:
\

e Different communities have historically been governed by different personal-law frameworks. Hindus,
Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs are generally covered by codified Hindu personal laws, while Muslims,
Christians and Parsis have separate statutory or personal-law frameworks in specified family matters.

e Customary practices also continue to have constitutional and statutory recognition in certain tribal and
northeastern areas. Consequently, any nationwide UCC would need to address the relationship between
uniformity and constitutionally protected customary practices.

Arguments Supporting a Uniform Civil Code:

Equality and Gender Justice:

e Supporters argue that different personal laws can produce different legal outcomes for similarly situated
citizens, particularly in marriage, divorce, inheritance, maintenance and guardianship.

e A common framework could establish uniform standards for inheritance, maintenance, matrimonial
rights and guardianship, thereby reducing religion-based differences in civil rights.

Secularism and Equality Before Law:

¢ Proponents link the UCC with Articles 14 and 15, arguing that civil rights should not vary solely because
of a person's religion or gender.

e Article 25 protects freedom of conscience and religion but expressly subjects religious freedom to public
order, morality, health and other Fundamental Rights. This creates an important constitutional space for
regulating secular aspects of personal law.
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Legal Simplification:

e A common framework could reduce the complexity created by multiple personal-law regimes, particularly
in inter-faith marriages, succession disputes, adoption, maintenance and matrimonial litigation.

e Uniform statutory procedures may also improve administrative clarity and reduce uncertainty arising from
conflicting interpretations of different personal laws.

Arguments and Concerns Regarding a Uniform Civil Code:

Religious Freedom and Cultural Autonomy:

e Critics argue that certain personal-law practices are closely associated with religious identity and that
excessive state intervention could affect the freedom to profess and practise religion under Article 25.

e Article 29 protects the right of sections of citizens to conserve their distinct language, script and culture. The
constitutional challenge is therefore to distinguish protected cultural practices from discriminatory
practices requiring legal reform.

Tribal and Customary Law Exemptions:

e Existing state-level UCC models have generally retained exemptions for Scheduled Tribes, reflecting
constitutional recognition of distinctive customary systems.

e This creates a central policy question: how can a law claim uniformity while simultaneously recognising
constitutionally protected exceptions based on tribal identity and customary practices?

Majoritarianism and Minority Trust:

e Minority organisations and political groups have expressed concern that a uniform code could reflect the
practices of the socially dominant community rather than a genuinely secular synthesis.

e The counterargument is that the legitimacy of a UCC should depend on its constitutional neutrality, equal
application and substantive protection of individual rights, rather than on the religious origin of the rules
it replaces.

UCC and Women’s Rights:

Potential Areas of Reform:

e Monogamy: A common statutory prohibition on polygamy could establish the same marital standard across
covered communities.

¢ Equal Succession: Uniform inheritance rules could provide equal property rights to sons and daughters and
reduce differences arising from community-specific succession regimes.

¢ Divorce and Maintenance: Common grounds for divorce, matrimonial relief and maintenance could
establish comparable legal protections irrespective of religious identity.

¢ Guardianship and Custody: A gender-neutral framework could emphasise the best interests of the child
rather than automatically privileging one parent because of gender.

e Live-in Relationships: State-level UCC models such as Uttarakhand, Assam and Madhya Pradesh have
introduced provisions concerning registration or legal recognition of live-in relationships, illustrating the
broader regulatory scope of contemporary UCC legislation.




Tuesday, September 22, 2026

DAILYchronicLe
CURRENT AFFAIRS

Alternative Approach: Reform Within Personal Laws:

Law Commission’s 2018 Approach:

The 21st Law Commission of India, in its 2018 Consultation Paper on Reform of Family Law, stated that
a UCC was “neither necessary nor desirable at this stage” and emphasised reform of discriminatory
provisions within existing personal laws.

The Commission emphasised that difference does not automatically amount to discrimination and
suggested that reforms should prioritise equality and constitutional rights while recognising India's social
diversity.

Its approach included targeted reforms concerning marriage, divorce, custody, guardianship,
maintenance and succession, rather than immediately replacing all personal-law systems with one uniform
code.

This approach creates an important distinction between equality within communities and uniformity
between communities: legal reform can address gender discrimination without necessarily eliminating
every community-specific rule.

Way Ahead:

Constitutional and Consultative Approach:

Any UCC framework should be developed through wide stakeholder consultation, including women's
organisations, religious scholars, tribal representdtives, legal experts and affected communities, to improve
legitimacy and reduce implementation disputes.

The focus should remain on constitutional morality, individual dignity, equality and non-discrimination,
while carefully distinguishing secular civil regulation from-genuinely protected religious practices.

Harmonising Federal and Legal Diversity:

Marriage, divorce, adoption, succession and related subjects fall substantially within the Concurrent List,
allowing both Parliament and State Legislatures to legislate within constitutional limits.

The emergence of different state-level UCCs makes inter-State legal harmonisation increasingly
important, particularly for citizens who migrate, marry across State borders or hold property in different
jurisdictions.

Gender Justice as the Core Objective:

Whether reform occurs through a single UCC or amendments to existing personal laws, priority should be
given to eliminating gender discrimination, unequal inheritance, arbitrary matrimonial practices and
unequal access to maintenance or guardianship.

A sustainable framework should combine equality with legal certainty, respect constitutionally protected
diversity, and ensure that personal laws remain consistent with Fundamental Rights.

Value Addition for UPSC:

Constitutional Linkages:

Article 14: Equality before law and equal protection of laws.
Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on specified grounds, including religion and sex.
Article 25: Freedom of conscience and religion, subject to constitutional limitations.
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e Article 29: Protection of language, script and culture.

e Article 44: Directive to endeavour towards a Uniform Civil Code.
Seventh Schedule: Marriage, divorce, adoption, succession and related subjects largely fall within the
Concurrent List.

Prelims Facts:

Article 44 is part of the Directive Principles of State Policy.

Uttarakhand: First State to bring a comprehensive UCC into force, from 27 January 2025.

Gujarat: UCC Bill passed in March 2026.

Assam: UCC Bill passed on 27 May 2026.

Madhya Pradesh: UCC Bill passed in July 2026.

Law Commission: 2018 Consultation Paper favoured targeted family-law reforms over immediate
implementation of a UCC.

Conclusion:

e The UCC debate represents a constitutional balancing exercise between equality and uniformity on one
hand, and religious freedom and cultural diversity on the other.

e The central test for any reform is whether it advances equal citizenship, individual dignity and constitutional
rights while remaining legally coherent and socially sustainable.

\
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QUESTIONS |

1. Consider the following statements regarding the recently approved revision of the Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) wage ceiling:

(1) The Union Cabinet approved an increase in the EPFO wage ceiling for mandatory coverage from 215,000 to
225,000 per month with effect from 17 September 2026.

(2) This statutory wage ceiling revision under the EPFO framework comes after a gap of nearly 12 years, the previous
ceiling having been fixed in September 2014.

(3) The revision is estimated to bring over 51 lakh additional employees within automatic statutory social security
coverage.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(A) 1 and 2 only

(B) 2 and 3 only

(C) 1 and 3 only

(D)1,2and 3

2. Consider the following Constitutional provisions in/ India in the context of their direct applicability, legal
correctness, and relevance to examining the statutory validity, due process safeguards, and property rights
under the FCRA framework:

(1) Article 14 (Equality before law and protectionn agairist arbitrary State action)

(2) Article 19(1)(g) applies exclusively to the right to carry on trade or business outside the territory of India

(3) Article 25 guarantees the right to propagate religion exclusively to foreign citizens residing outside India

(4) Article 26 relates exclusively to the internal management of state-owned Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs)
(5) Article 300A (Right not to be deprived of property save by authority of law)

How many of the above statements regarding Constitutional provisions are factually correct and directly
relevant when examining the validity, due process safeguards, and property rights associated with the FCRA
regime?

(A) Only two
(B) Only three
(C) Only four
(D) All five

3. During the initial phase of the Southwest Monsoon withdrawal in September 2026, the official withdrawal
line declared by the IMD passed through several key locations in West Rajasthan. Consider the following
towns:

(1) Ramgarh
(2) Mohangarh
(3) Phalodi
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(4) Khajuwala

Which of the following correctly identifies the spatial alignment of these towns marking the initial 2026
monsoon withdrawal boundary?

(A) They mark the easternmost extent of the Northeast Monsoon rain belt in the Deccan Plateau.
(B) They represent the landfall points of Bay of Bengal tropical depressions.
(C) They lie along the extreme northwestern withdrawal boundary in the state of Rajasthan.

(D) They denote the boundary separating the Western Ghats windward side from the rain-shadow region.

4. Consider the following two statements regarding the Kalapani-Lipulekh—Limpiyadhura dispute between
India and Nepal:

Statement 1: The region encompassing Kalapani, Lipulekh, and Limpiyadhura is a point of territorial disagreement,
with Nepal including these areas in its updated constitutional map.

Statement 2: India maintains its administrative control and sovereign position over the Kalapani region based on
historical records, administrative continuity, and established security arrangements.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(A) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are correct and Statement 2 is the correct explanation for Statement 1.

(B) Both Statement | and Statement 2 are correct but Statement 2 is NOT the correct explanation for Statement 1.
(C) Statement 1 is correct but Statement 2 is incorrect. |

(D) Statement 1 is incorrect but Statement 2 is correct.

5. What is the fundamental distinction between "Codification of Personal Laws" and a "Uniform Civil Code"
in the Indian legal system?

(A) Codification creates a single law for all citizens, whereas a Uniform Civil Code applies only to commercial
transactions.

(B) Codification systematizes custom rules for one religious group, whereas a Uniform Civil Code establishes one
secular civil law for all citizens.

(C) Codification applies exclusively to criminal matters, whereas a Uniform Civil Code governs individual civil
property rights across all communities.

(D) Codification is performed by state legislatures, whereas a Uniform Civil Code can only be enacted through
federal constitutional amendments.

| ANSWER KEY

1 - Answer (D), 2 — Answer (A), 3 — Answer (C), 4 — Answer (B), 5 — Answer (B)
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