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1. Which Pakistani civilian honour has been
approved posthumously for Mumbai-based
Parsi physicians Dr. Jal Rattanji Patel and Dr.
Jal Dhaybho-Koo?

(A) Nishan-i-Pakistan

(B) Nishan-i-Quaid-i-Azam

(C) Nishan-i-Imtiaz

(D) Hilal-1-Quaid-i-Azam

2. World Mosquito Day, observed annually on
August 20, commemorates the landmark
malaria-related discovery made by which
scientist?

(A) Louis Pasteur
(C) Sir Ronald Ross

(B) Robert Koch
(D) Edward Jenner

3. Bhilai Steel Plant, recently associated with
SAIL's digital CO: Dashboard, is located in
which state?
(A) Odisha

(C) Maharashtra

(B) Jharkhand
(D) Chhattisgarh

4. Which edition of the Subroto Cup
International Football Tournament
commenced in August 2026?

(A) 63rd (B) 64th

(C) 65th (D) 66th

5. Who was elected as the 23rd President of
Bangladesh on 20 August 2026?

(A) Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir

(B) Hafiz Uddin Ahmad

(C) Oli Ahmad

(D) Mohammed Shahabuddin

1-{B} - 2-{C} - 3-{D} - 4-{C} - 5-{A} -

6. Recently, the Supreme Court of India
delivered a judgment concerning the meaning
of “industry” under Section 2(j) of which Act?
(A) Industrial Disputes Act, 1947

(B) Factories Act, 1948

(C) Trade Unions Act, 1926

(D) Industrial Relations Code, 2020

7. Who has been appointed as the
Chairperson of the High-Powered Enquiry
Committee constituted by the Supreme Court
of India in August 2026?

(A) Ravi Shankar Jha (B) Rishi Kumar Shukla
(C) L.R. Bishnoi (D) R. Subhash Reddy

8. The 31st Southern Zonal Council meeting,
held in August 2026, was chaired by whom?
(A) Narendra Modi (B) Amit Shah

(C) C. Joseph Vijay (D) N. Chandrababu Naidu

9. The invasive insect Drosicha turkistanica,
recently reported in poplar and willow
plantations, has been identified in which
State/Union Territory?

(A) Jammu and Kashmir (B) Uttarakhand

(C) Himachal Pradesh (D) Ladakh

10. Which university recently secured
approval for six biomedical research grants
under an Indian Council of Medical Research
scheme?

(A) Aligarh Muslim University

(B) Banaras Hindu University

(C) University of Allahabad

(D) Lucknow University

6-{A} - 7-{D} - 8-{B} - 9-{A} -10-{B}
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MANGROVE FORESTS IN INDIA

(Mangrove Forests in India)

INTRODUCTION

Mangroves are salt-tolerant (halophytic) tidal forests that grow in
estuaries, deltas, tidal creeks and mudflats of tropical and
sub-tropical coasts. They form an ecotone between terrestrial and
marine ecosystems. Key features include pneumatophores (respiratory
roots), prop/stilt roots, salt tolerance and vivipary. In India, mangroves
occur along both the eastern and western coasts and in the
Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

€3 LatesT oFFICIAL DATA - ISFR 2023 B} svate-wise pisTRIBUTION
The latest comprehensive official assessment available up to 2026 is i West Bengal has the highest mangrove area in India - 2,119.16 km? (42.45%).
India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2023. According to it, India’s total i Itis followed by Gujarat - 1,164.06 km? (23.32%) and Andaman & Nicobar -

Mangrove Cover is 4,991.68 km?, i.e., 0.15% of the geographical area.

Category | Area (km?) \Percentage (%)

608.29 km? (12.19%). Andhra Pradesh has 421.43 km?, Maharashtra 315.09 km?
and Odisha 259.06 km? of mangrove cover.

| Very Dense Mangrove 1,463.97 ‘ 29.33% ‘ State / UT Area (km?) Percemage (%)
Mod. 1 Dense 7 | 1.500 84 I 30. 079‘: 1 | West Bengal 2,119.16 42.45
R =i =i V. PR j 11 ’ :
Open Mangrove 202687 | 40.60% lG“lm‘ | 16400 | 2332
[ = T | Y 3 Andaman&Nlcobar 60829 12.19
L Total 499168 | 100% =
= =  » U | Andhra Pradesh 4143 | 844
Importantly, compared to ISFR 2021, mangrove cover has decrt.aased Mahorosis 315.09 6.31
by 7.43 km?; however, compared to 2013, there has been a net increase b — =
of 363.68 km? (7.86%) up to 2023. Cidiiha | 23909 | 5.1797
Other States / UTs 104.59 2.10
Total 4,991.68 | 100

n MAJOR MANGROVE AREAS

e Sundarbans - West Bengal: Ganga-Brahmaputra-
Meghna Delta; India’s largest mangrove area.
Bhitarkanika & Mahanadi Delta - Odisha.

Koringa & Godavari-Krishna Delta - Andhra Pradesh.
Pichavaram & Muthupet - Tamil Nadu.

Gulf of Kachchh - Gujarat.

98-

i J
o Konkan Coast of Maharashtra and (Andhva Pradesh) (Tamil Nadu) Coastal Bio-shield: Blue Carbon:  Nursery grounds Habitat for rich ~ Supports coastal ~ Nature-based
Andaman-Nicobar also have significant 7 3 ; protection from large amount of for fishes, biodiversity  livelihoods through  solution against
mangroves. cyclones, storm surge  carbon storedin  crustaceansand including tiger  fisheries, honey sea-level rise
o The Government of India has identified and coastal erosion biomass and molluscs in Sundarbans  and eco-tourism
38 important mangrove sites for conservation. sediments
(Gujarat) Nicobar
B MAJOR CHALLENGES [ GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE - MisHTI
i . of India launched Mangrove Initiative for
Shoreline Habitats & Tangible Incomes (MISHTI) on
5 June 2023.
® Aims to promote gr ff ion and
along with strengthening coastal liveliihoods.
Coas(al Aquaculture Pollution and Sea-level rise, Changes in Habu(al v :‘h:h:' :;iml plan. g4 coverig A0 ki potantit el
and land plastic waste  coastal erosion i and ‘ M I S HTI ® Asof August 2025, 22,560.34 hectares area has been taken
ports & infrastructure  change and extreme sediment and invasive Mangrowe kicative ke Storeline | up for plantation / restoration in 13 States / UTs.
development cyclones flow species i | Habitats & Tang? o Additi are d as Ecological

Sensitive Areas under the CRZ Notification, 2019.

a CONCLUSION India's mangroves are the confluence of Climate Adaptation + Blue Carbon + Biodiversity + Disaster Risk Reduction + Coastal Livelihoods.
Future strategy must integrate MISHTI + Natural Regeneration + Community Participation + Coastal Zone Regulation + Scientific Restoration.
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1. West Bengal Hosts First-Ever Kaushal Mahotsav in
Balurghat. In context to the same tell us, The famous
'Poush Mela', celebrated annually in December, is
associated with which region of West Bengal?

(A) Bishnupur (B) Shantiniketan

(C) Jalpaiguri (D) Cooch Behar

2. Centre Begins Major Overhaul Of National Testing
Agency. In context to the same tell us, In which year was
the National Testing Agency (NTA) approved by the Union
Cabinet and officially established?

(A) 2014 (B) 2015

(C) 2016 (D) 2017

3. PM CARES Fund Corpus Rises 18 Percent to Rs 8,452.
In context to the same tell us, Under which section of the
Income Tax Act, 1961, do donations made to the PM
CARES Fund qualify for 100% tax exemption?

(A) Section 80C (B) Section 80D

(C) Section 80G (D) Section 10(10D)

4. Indian Peacekeepers Awarded UN Medal in South Sudan
In context to the same tell us, which prestigious posthumous
award is presented by the United Nations to honour
peacekeepers who lose their lives while serving under the
UN flag?

(A) Dag Hammarskjold Medal

(B) U Thant Peace Award

(C) Trygve Lie Medal

(D) Boutros Boutros-Ghali Peace Prize

5. RSSDI Launches Diabetes Rural Outreach Portal and
VISHWAS. In context to the same tell us, which endocrine
hormone, produced by the beta cells of the Islets of
Langerhans in the pancreas, is primarily deficient or
ineffective in diabetes mellitus?

(A) Glucagon (B) Cortisol

(C) Somatostatin (D) Insulin

6. Bihar Prohibition in Focus as India Policy Forum 2026
Report Urges Ban Lift Citing Revenue Losses and Minimal
Impact.

Consider the following statements regarding the
constitutional and legal framework governing alcohol
regulation in India:

(1) Article 47 of the Directive Principles of State Policy
explicitly directs the State to endeavor to bring about the
complete prohibition of intoxicating drinks, with no
exceptions permitted.

(2) Entry 8 of the State List under the Seventh Schedule
grants state legislatures exclusive jurisdiction over the
production, manufacture, transport, and sale of
intoxicating liquors.

(3) The Supreme Court of India has ruled that commercial
trade in liquor is not a fundamental right protected under
Article 19(1)(g) of the Constitution.

Which of the above is/are correct?

(A) Only (1) and (3) (B) Only (1) and (2)

(C) Only (2) and (3) (D) None of the above

7. MHA Transfers CAA Citizenship Application Processing
to District Collectors in Key Border States and UTs.
Consider the following statements regarding the provisions
of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019:

(1) The Act provides an accelerated path to Indian
citizenship for persecuted religious minorities belonging to
six non-Muslim communities from Pakistan, Bangladesh,
and Afghanistan.

(2) To be eligible under the Act, foreign nationals belonging
to the specified communities must have entered India on or
before December 31, 2014.

(3) The provisions of the CAA apply uniformly across all
parts of India, including tribal areas under the Sixth
Schedule and Inner Line Permit (ILP) regions.

Which of the above is/are correct?

(A) Only (1) and (3) (B) Only (1) and (2)

(C) Only (2) and (3) (D) None of the above

8. A recent study published in the journal Cancer predicts
that global cancer cases in men will increase by 84.3%.
Consider the following statements -

(1) Cancer is caused by uncontrolled cell growth due to
genetic mutations.

(2) Chemotherapy is the only treatment option available for
cancer.

(3) Lifestyle factors, such as smoking and diet, can increase
the risk of developing cancer.

Which of the above is/are correct?

(A) Only (1) and (3) (B) Only (1) and (2)

(C) Only (2) and (3) (D) None of the above

1-{B} - 2-{D} - 3-{C} - 4-{A} - 5-{D} - 6-{C} - 7-{B} 8-{A}
-_—
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Border Roads Organisation (BRO)

BRO has opened the 2.79-km-long Sungal Tunnel on the
Akhnoor—Poonch Road in Jammu and Kashmir. It will improve

all-weather connectivity in the Rajouri-Poonch region and

strengthen strategic mobility near the LoC.

Expository: - « The organisation was established on 7 May 1960 for the
development and protection of strategically important

Border Roads Organisation (BRO) areas along India's northern and north-eastern borders.

« The Border Roads - BRO Raising Day is celebrated every year on 7 May.
Organisation (BRO) was « Officers and personnel from the Corps of Engineers,
established in 1960 to Army Service Corps, Military Police and other
construct major roads along organisations of the Indian Army work jointly with the
the northern and north- BRO.
eastern border areas. Goals and Objectives-

e To assist the Armed Forces in meeting their strategic
requirements by developing and maintaining committed,
dedicated and cost-effective infrastructure.

o To achieve international standards of quality excellence

Important _Facts _about _Border and timely execution across a wide range of construction

Roads Organisation (BRO) activities while remaining cost-effective.

. The o Rissils e To increase part1c1pat10n n nathngl and mtgrpatmnal
. . development projects to maximise capabilities and
Organisation (BRO) was
4 o knowledge.
earlier under the Ministry of : .
e To remain at the forefront of the development, adoption,
Road Transport and . ; - i
3 : ; integration and utilisation of advanced technologies.
Highways, but since 2015, it .. h
. . e To maximise the use of Information Technology to
has been under the Ministry : .
create an environment that promotes accurate, real-time
of Defence. p wt .
and effective decision-making.
- BRO operates in 21 Indian Atal Tunnel under Rohtang Pass-

« BRO is currently working
across several Indian states
and Union Territories.

states and one Union e The Atal Tunnel, also known as the Rohtang Tunnel, is a

Territory. It also undertakes highway tunnel built beneath Rohtang Pass in the eastern

projects in friendly countries Pir Panjal Range of the Himalayas, on the Leh—Manali

such as Afghanistan, Highway in Himachal Pradesh.

Bhutan, Myanmar and Sri e With a length of 9.02 km, it is the world's longest

Lanka. highway single-tube tunnel above 10,000 feet (3,048
metres).
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4 N\
n Introduction & Geographic EXtenq a Physical Division (Regional Names) ' o =
4 The Vindhya Range stretches from Gujarat in the west, | From west to east, major divisions are: ‘;\-_7 r;';wfradesh Bihar

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar in the north, Madhya Pradesh | - e, 0 A
¢ ; No. ‘ Name | Location G g
and Chhattisgarh in the east. A ) AR ANGE
¢ Total east-west extent is about 1050 km. 1 | Vindhyachal Range (Main Part) | Madhya Pradesh
# It is not a continuous mountain chain but a 2 | Bhander Plateau Madhya Pradesh Gujat
dissected plateau or escarpment known by 3 | Kaimur Hills Madhya Pradesh - Madhya J :
various local names. Uttar Pradesh - Bihar Pradesh Chhattisgarh
a Geological Structure ‘ || 4 | Baghelkhand Plateau Madhya Pradesh S i?
@ Part of the Peninsular Plateau, formed from the break- ‘ L 5 | Rewa Plateau Madhya Pradesh S i et
up of Gondwanaland - one of the most ancient land || ] ) y PN
hasiesi ot » The highest pea!< is generally consnd:zred as \ )
& Rk T 4 Sadbhavana Shikhar / Kalumar Shikhar.
roc stare ma:l yhsT ATeCHary = SNV, » Height ranges from 600-900 metres
RS AT . (average height is relatively low).
4 Belongs to the Vindhyan Supergroup of the f 2  —
Pre-Cambrian age (about 1400-600 million years ﬂ Drainage Relation
old) — much older than the Himalayas. ¢ The Vindhya Range acts as a watershed between the Ganga river system
@ The Vindhyan rocks are divided into two groups: in the north and the Narmada river system in the south.
i ¢ Both Narmada and Son rivers originate from the Amarkantak Plateau (Vindhya-Satpura area)
‘ Lower Vindhyan Composed mainly of shale but flow in opposite directions:
I R » Narmada — flows westward (drains into the Arabian Sea) through a Rift Valley.
| Upper Vindhyan | Composed mainly of sandstone » Son River — flows eastward (drains into the Ganga).
\ || & Rivers like Chambal, Betwa and Ken originate from the Vindhyan Plateau
and flow northwards to join the Yamuna.
B Difference Between Vindhya and Satpura B Climatic & Cultural Importance
Basis | : Vindhya Range | Satpura ange || Acts as a partial barrier to the monsoon winds and helps in creating
|5 ructus Sediasiay i (ecapamt)' BlockModntain (forst). | climatic differences between North and South India.
[ Mode of Formation Formed by erosion | Formed by faulting I AT . .
L— Location | North of Narmada Valley | “South of Narmada Valley | 4 Historically considered the ?ultural bosmdary bet\'n/een North India
| Height Relatively low (600-900 m) | Relatively high; highest peak Dhupgarh (1350 mﬂ (Aryavarta) and South India (Dakshinapatha) in ancient texts.
Relation | Watershed between Narmada and Son \ Forms the valley of Tapti River | | 4 Mentioned in ancient literature; Kalidasa has also referred to
4 Narmada and Tapti rivers flow through the Rift Valleys formed between Vindhya and Satpura. the Vindhya mountains in “Meghaduta”.
These are few rivers in India which flow from east to west. 7
QUICK FACTS
Economic & Mineral Importance » Extent: ~1050 km (East-West).
Diamond __Limestone & Sandstone Bauxite o o Forests & Wildlife : ;ig.hes:z.!ilevati;m: 6(:0-:00 r;:tres;)(zlapgrox.). .
p— vy X ajor Rivers: Narmada, Son, Chambal, Betwa, Ken.
e, P Madhya Pradesh : i 4 MaliN Rewa-Bandhavgarh
747N an.na(. 3 5 ypinde) Used in cement Bawite deposns lﬁl?l“ S » Rock Type: Sedimentary (Sandstone, Limestone, Shale).
\} region in Vindhyan industry and arefoundinthe |\ \vs‘. 7). region is important J
\ rocks is India's only S oetuction ik recin N for wildife » Geological Age: Pre-Cambrian (1400-600 million years old).
major diamond &  vorks . : V" conservation » Highest Peak: Sadbhavana Shikhar / Kalumar Shikhar.
mining belt. (Tiger Reserve). » Formation: Erosional (Escarpment / Plateau Edge).
. J
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SARGASSO SEA

== 7 £
&3 ntrobucTioN & uNiQue IDeNTITY | | 3 NAMING | ey R
NORTH ATLANTICDRIFT £/
4 The Sargasso Sea is a unique water region | ¢ Itis named after “Sargassum” seaweed. NORTH L
located in the North Atlantic Ocean. # Sargassum is a free-floating, golden- | [AMERICA “_ EUROPE
4 It is the world’s only “sea” that has no land e polouced seawoec. e~
Kourdar ¢ It accumulates on the surface of the sea || .- s ; %
Y in the form of vast floating mats. e "~
4 It is completely surrounded by ocean and o E ]
. o i
bounded by ocean currents instead of land. ; SARGASSO SEA §
4 This makes it an extraordinary example (T © AFRICA
in geography and a frequent topic 5
; b 5 <
in examinations. ; < s
NORTH ATLANTIC 3 +
\f EQUATORIAL CURRENT )
K] BOUNDARIES - DEFINED BY CURRENTS | T " IR o e ——————1 \
Sargasso Sea has no land boundary; it is defined by four major ocean currents — | ﬂ LOCATION & EXTENT ] !
| |
DIRECTION ’ EOUNTARYIC URRENT) ‘ A>SOCRIEDIEEMTURE ! 4 Location: Between North America, Europe and Africa :
R N |
WEST Gulf Stream Flows northward along the eastern | | yithin the North Atlantic Ocean. !
coast of North America. | N :
, ) : = :
NORTH North Atlantic Drift | Flows eastward towards Europe. E ¢ AreaiApproximately 5.5 to 7 million k' {estimated) i
T P Flows southward along the west | ¢ Location: Between 20°N to 35°N latitude and |
Sy s | coast of Africa. L 40°W to 70°W longitude. :
= 1 I
SOUTH North Atlantic | Flows westward towards the i 4 Significance: The accumulation of Sargassum seaweed |
Equatorial Current | Caribbean Sea. 1 ; ; e :
: | mats on the surface is the main reason for identifying |
» These four currents together form a huge circular current system | i s |
known as the North Atlantic Subtropical Gyre, and the Sargasso : this region. :
Sea lies in the centre of this gyre. Nt e ssssssnsssasatseasso s e s 4
3 ‘o -
B GULF STREAM - ASSOCIATED IMPORTANT CURRENT 0 QUICK FACTS
4 ltis a fast and warm ocean current. \ " b » Region: Between North America, Europe & Africa
4 Origin: Formed from the confluence of warm waters of the NORTHV P By » Type: Only “sea” with no land boundary
Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico. AMERICA EU.ROPE » Area: ~5.5 to 7 million km?
4 Path: Flows northward along the eastern coast of North America, GULF » Named after: Sargassum seaweed
then crosses the Atlantic Ocean and flows towards Europe in B :
thenerthoeastidhection. STREAM » Boundaries: Bounded by four major ocean currents
4 Temperature: Carries warm tropical waters (about 25-28°C) t » System: Part of the North Atlantic Subtropical Gyre
to higher latitudes. \ ATLANTIC » Importance: Unique ecosystem, rich in marine life
4 Width & Speed: Several hundred kilometres wide; average speed CARIBBEAN SEA OCEAN » Key Feature: Vast floating mats of Sargassum seaweed
A : & GULF OF MEXICO
about 2.5 metres/second (varies by location). on the surface )
& = ——— - B, = e
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